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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 


East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 

1,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone  487. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1961,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Regulation  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  and 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/62.  The  Report  should  deal  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances,  sanitary  administration  and  vital  statistics  of  the 
area,  and  particular  information  has  been  requested  concerning  water  supply, 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  and  the  inspection  of  registered  common 
lodging  houses. 

The  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  unavoidably  vacant  during 
the  period  covered  by  this  report,  but  my  colleague,  Dr.  F.  J.  G.  Lishman, 
kindly  made  himself  available  for  consultation  whenever  necessary.  The 
Report,  therefore,  for  1961,  has  been  assembled  in  the  same  form  as 
previous  Annual  Reports,  is  brief  and  confined  to  facts. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  calculated  compare  unfavourably  with 
those  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  but  I  must  draw  the  Council’s  attention 
to  the  fact  that  vital  statistics  based  on  small  numbers  such  as  are  inevitable 
with  relatively  small  individual  authorities  can  be  quite  misleading.  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  42/51  referred  specifically  to  this  matter.  The  vital 
statistics  which  could  readily  be  obtained  by  combining  the  figures  from 
each  of  the  constituent  authorities  comprising  the  East  Wilts  United 
Districts,  with  a  total  population  approaching  60,000,  would  be  much  more 
satisfactory  in  this  respect. 

Facts  relevant  to  the  specific  sanitary  matters  mentioned  above  have 
been  given  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  in  his  contribution  to 
this  Report,  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to  comment  on  these  points  on  this 
occasion. 


8th  June,  1962. 


/  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  I.  Lockett, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
East  Wilts  United  Districts. 
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Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  H.  I.  Lockett,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 

(from  1st  March,  1962). 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  T.  F.  Harding,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
as  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Certi¬ 
ficate  of  the  R.S.I.  as  Meat  and  Other 
Foods  Inspector). 


Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector 


P.  Gladwin,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 
(Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
as  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Certi¬ 
ficate  of  the  R.S.I.  as  Meat  and  Other 
Foods  Inspector). 


Clerical  Assistant  and  Trainee 

Public  Health  Inspector  L.  T.  Jones 

Rodent  Operator  P.  N.  Raisf.y 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  holds  the  appointments  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  Marlborough  Borough  Council  and  to  the  Rural 
District  Councils  of  Marlborough  &  Ramsbury  and  Amesbury,  and  is  under 
the  control  and  direction  of  the  East  Wilts  United  Districts  Joint  M.O.H. 
Committee;  he  also  performs  certain  duties  for  the  Wiltshire  County 
Council. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

75,828 

Number  of  Parishes 

25 

Population,  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  ... 

17,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  or  flats 

4,550 

Number  of  houses  or  flats  owned  by  the  Council  ... 

1,195 

Rateable  Value 

£215,934 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

£860 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

T  otal 

Live  Births 

191 

188 

379 

Legitimate 

183 

184 

367 

Illegitimate 

8 

4 

12 

Still  Births 

2 

4 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ... 

11 

1 

12 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

115 

72 

187 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 


Crude  Adjusted 

22.1  22.3 

10.9  12.3 

15.6 

31.7 
36.4 


Comparisons,  1961 


Pewsey 

Wiltshire 

England 

R.D. 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

22.3 

18.7 

17.4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

12.3 

10.6 

12.0 

births 

31.7 

19.4 

21.4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS,  1961 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

7 

1 

8 

11 

„  „  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

5 

12 

„  „  breast 

— 

1 

1 

13 

„  „  uterus  ... 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

6 

9 

15 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12 

13 

25 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

20 

5 

25 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

3 

3 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

17 

34 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

5 

13 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

10 

1 

11 

24 

Bronchitis 

5 

— 

5 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

1 

3 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

4 

5 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

6 

17 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

34 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

35 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

115 

72 

187 

4 
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Whooping  cough 


IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1961 


(1)  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1952-56 

1947-51 

Total 

all 

ages 

Primary  immunisation 
completed  during 

1961 

Diph. 

102 

202 

19 

13 

9 

20 

— 

365 

Wh/c. 

102 

201 

19 

11 

8 

17 

— 

358 

Reinforcing  injections 
administered  during 
1961 

Diph. 

— 

5 

44 

46 

25 

250 

11 

381 

Wh/c. 

— 

4 

26 

19 

8 

44 

4 

105 

(2)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 

2  -  4 

5  -  14 

15  or 
over 

Total, 
all  ages 

Vaccinations 

271 

18 

27 

13 

24 

353 

Re-vaccinations 

2 

8 

50 

91 

116 

267 

(3)  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


Born 

1943-61 

1933-42 

Before  1933  but 

not  yet  40  years 
old 

Others 

Total,  all  ages 

2nd  injection 

482 

100 

216 

31 

829 

3rd  injection 

297 

99 

387 

12 

795 

4th  injection 

1010 

- 

— 

— 

1010 

(I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  statistics 
concerning  immunisation  work  carried  out  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year). 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 
Report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1961 

Council  Offices, 

The  Old  Rectory, 
Pewsey. 

Telephone  2261. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1961.  It  has  been  a  year  of  significant  progress  in 
housing,  water  supply,  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  sewerage,  and  whilst  much 
remains  to  be  done,  the  Council  have  every  reason  to  be  encouraged  by  the 
progress  that  has  been  made. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  to  my  colleagues 
in  this  and  other  Departments  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  Harding, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection  ...  ...  ...  261 

Bakehouses  and  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  re  Pest  Control  ...  ...  27 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey  ...  ...  ...  680 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  995 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  (Schools,  Agriculture,  etc.)  ...  97 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  43 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  278 

Overcrowding  and  Allocation  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  708 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  356 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  294 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  21 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  to  Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  generally  ...  ...  55 

Visits  to  Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Milk  Sampling  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


4,600 
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HOUSING 


During  1961  the  Council  completed  28  new  houses  and  bungalows  in 
the  parish  of  Pewsey,  and  22  of  these  were  used  to  rehouse  families  from 
unfit  houses.  By  this  action  the  largest  remaining  group  of  unfit  houses  in 
the  district  was  dealt  with.  In  addition,  the  building  of  8  dwellings  at 
Wilcot,  also  for  slum  clearance,  was  begun  and  the  purchase  of  land  at 
Upavon  for  housing  was  put  in  hand.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  209  privately 
owned  and  45  War  Department  owned  unfit  houses  had  been  dealt  with 
since  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  began, — either  by  demolition,  closure 
or  reconditioning. 

The  demand  for  Improvement  Grants  continued,  and  applications  in 
respect  of  67  houses  were  approved  during  the  year,  48  receiving  Dis¬ 
cretionary  Grants  and  19  Standard  Grants. 

Improvements  to  59  houses  (including  14  improved  by  Standard 
Grants)  were  completed,  bringing  the  total  so  improved  to  410. 

The  average  total  cost  of  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  during 
1961  was  £832,  and  the  average  percentage  grant  37.6%. 

An  analysis  of  the  Council’s  general  waiting  list  for  houses  was  under¬ 
taken  during  the  year,  and  the  applicants  divided  into  urgent  and  non¬ 
urgent  cases.  Urgent  cases  were  considered  to  be  those  where  the  existing 
accommodation  was  overcrowded,  shared  by  two  or  more  families,  where 
there  were  medical  reasons  why  the  family  should  be  rehoused,  and  eviction 
cases.  Non-urgent  cases  were  those  where  the  existing  accommodation  was 
adequate,  and  the  main  reason  for  requiring  rehousing  was  a  desire  for  an 
improved  standard  of  amenity.  It  must  be  remembered  that  all  housing 
applications  are  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  Department  and  a  very  fair 
assessment  of  the  housing  need  of  each  applicant  can  be  made. 


The  results  of  the  analysis  were  as  follows: — 

Urgent  cases  residing  in  district  ...  ...  80 

Non-urgent  cases  residing  in  district  ...  149 

Total  for  district  ...  ...  ...  229 

Urgent  cases  residing  outside  district  ...  21 

Non-urgent  cases  residing  outside  district  ...  48 

69 

Grand  Total  ...  ...  ...  298 
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Housing  Statistics  for  1961 

1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(b)  Conversion  of  1  Council  House  into  2  Flats  ...  — 

(c)  Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  •••  26 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  ...  24 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ...  96 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  25 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Informal 

Action  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17  and  27  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  formal 

action 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ... 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  ... 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were 

made 


4 

1 

2 

21 

7 

14 

9 
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(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  42  and  43  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  7 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iv)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 

demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes  — 

(E)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
cancelled,  as  a  result  of  premises  having  been 
made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Housing  Acts,  1957  —  Part  iv.  Overcrowding 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  of  year  5 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  ...  ...  8 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  ...  ...  9 


WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  work  continued  apace  on  Stage  III  of  the  Council’s 
District  Water  Scheme,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  main  laying  had  been 
virtually  completed.  This  in  practical  effect  meant  that  the  boreholes  at 
Compton  were  supplying  many  of  the  properties  in  the  parishes  of  Pewsey, 
Upavon,  Rushall,  Enford,  Fittleton,  Netheravon,  Woodborough,  Manning- 
ford,  North  Newnton,  Charlton  and  Wilcot,  although  house  connections 
had  still  to  be  made  in  certain  parishes  by  the  year’s  close.  This  develop¬ 
ment,  together  with  the  Council’s  existing  main  supplies,  means  that  only 
the  village  of  Oare  (where  difficulties  of  head  preclude  connection  to 
Stage  III  of  the  scheme)  and  certain  isolated  groups  of  houses  are  now 
without  access  to  a  piped  water  scheme  of  adequate  purity  and  volume. 
The  provision  of  mains  water  to  Oare  is  under  active  consideration  by  the 
Council. 

Routine  water  sampling  was  continued  during  the  year  and  in  all,  115 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken:  the  results  are  given  in  the  table 
below: — 
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Public  Water  Supplies 


Parishes 

Netheravon,  Enford, 
Upavon,  Charlton, 
Rushall,  Manningfords, 
North  Newnton, 
Woodborough,  Wilcot 

Burbage, 

Milton  Lilbourne, 

Easton  Royal, 
Collingboumes  Kingston 
and  Ducis 


Ludgershall, 

Chutes 


Wootton  Rivers 


North  Tidworth 


Everleigh 


Chlorinated  supply  from  boreholes  owned  by 
Council. 

p.H.  value  7.3.  Total  hardness  204  p.p.m. 

23  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 


Chlorinated  supply  from  borehole  owned  by 
Council. 

p.H.  value  7.2.  Total  hardness  300  p.p.m. 
19  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  purchased  in  bulk  from 
Andover  R.D.C. 

p.H.  value  7.4.  Total  hardness  220  p.p.m. 
17  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

16  satisfactory. 

1  non-faecal  pollution. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  deep  well. 
p.H.  7.1.  Total  hardness  304  p.p.m. 

16  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

16  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

17  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

18  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

1  minimal  faecal  pollution. 


5  bacteriological  samples  (all  of  which  were  satisfactory)  were  taken 
from  the  War  Department  supply  at  Netheravon.  This  water  is  abstracted 
from  the  River  Avon  and  after  filtration  and  chlorination  is  put  into  supply. 
This  source  has  now  been  largely  supplanted  by  the  Council’s  Compton 
supply,  and  is  used  mainly  for  military  purposes. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  listed  above,  a  further  13  were  taken  from 
various  private  wells  and  sources. 
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DRAINAGE 


In  the  report  for  1960  I  commented  that  “  work  proceeded,  albeit 
slowly,  on  the  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  for  Milton  Lilbourne,  Easton 
Royal  and  Burbage.”  The  same  comment  holds  good  for  1961,  although 
it  is  good  to  be  able  to  say  that  a  considerable  number  of  properties  in 
Easton  Royal  and  Burbage  had  been  connected  to  the  sewers  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Progress  was  good  on  the  Upavon  Scheme  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  nearing  completion.  We  have  thereby  almost  seen  the  end 
of  the  abominable  sullage  ditches  in  this  parish  which  have  been  a  source 
of  nuisance,  concern,  and  expense  for  a  great  number  of  years.  One  would 
wish  to  be  able  to  say  the  same  of  Netheravon,  where  the  condition  and 
location  of  the  ditches  are,  if  anything,  worse;  but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  sewerage  scheme  for  Netheravon  and  Enford  had  progressed  as  far  as 
the  tender  stage,  and  there  is  a  risk  that  high  interest  rates  and  other 
financial  hindrances  will  delay  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  further  delay 
will  be  necessary  so  far  as  the  Netheravon  Section  is  concerned,  as  in  spite 
of  the  measures  taken  by  ourselves  and  the  War  Department,  conditions 
grow  steadily  worse  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  absence  of  main 
sewerage. 

One  welcomes  the  advent  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1961,  in 
particular  for  the  power  to  permit  the  connection  of  farm  drainage  systems 
to  the  sewer.  It  is  not  always  realised  how  bad  the  nuisances  caused  by 
farm  drainage  can  be,  and  in  those  parts  of  the  district  which  are  upon  the 
greensand  it  is  almost  impossible  to  dispose  of  farm  effluents  without 
polluting  a  watercourse  or  causing  a  nuisance,  or  both. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

No  slaughtering  was  carried  out  in  the  private  slaughterhouse  at 
Pewsey  during  the  year,  as  the  premises  had  still  not  been  completely 
overhauled  to  comply  with  the  current  Regulations. 

During  the  year,  various  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  as  follows: — 

72  x  4  lb.  tins  of  Dutch  Fare  Brand  Pork  Luncheon  Meat — 
Decomposition. 

144  lb.  hindquarter  of  beef — Bone  taint. 

10  lb.  tin  of  Jugoslav  Brand  Cooked  Ham — Decomposition. 
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Food  Premises  Generally 

In  general,  the  food  premises  in  the  district  were  reasonably  well 
conducted  during  the  year,  and  it  was  necessary  to  issue  only  three  notices 
to  traders  for  infringements  of  the  Regulations:  all  of  these  notices  had 
been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  trend  towards  the  modern¬ 
isation  of  food  premises  has  continued,  and  the  increasing  availability  of 
mains  water  and  sewerage  has  enabled  significant  improvements  to  be 
made:  nevertheless,  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  some  premises  is  not  as  high 
as  one  would  like,  and  although  more  time  was  spent  visiting  such  premises 
during  the  year  under  review  than  was  possible  during  1960,  we  still  cannot 
spend  as  much  time  on  this  work  as  we  would  like. 

Types  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  shown 


below: — 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 1 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  13 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fishfryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Registered  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16): 

For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (pre-packed)  ...  57 

For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  1 

For  fishfrying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

For  sausage  manufacturing  and  preparation  of  meats  ...  8 


Milk 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1960,  took  away  Local 
Authorities’  powers  to  licence  retailers  of  milk,  and  to  sample  their  products, 
and  vested  them  in  County  Councils. 

The  Wiltshire  County  Council,  after  considering  employing  their  own 
staff  for  this  work,  decided  that  the  best  and  most  economical  method  of 
carrying  it  out  was  to  delegate  their  functions  to  County  District  Councils. 
The  delegation  agreement  came  into  force  in  October,  1961. 

During  the  interregnum  no  sampling  could  be  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  and  as  it  seemed  unwise  to  leave  the  District  uncovered  in 
this  respect,  the  Department  carried  on  sampling.  The  results  below  there¬ 
fore  reflect  a  whole  year’s  sampling  and  not  just  those  taken  since  October. 


No.  of  farms 

No.  of  Registered 

No.  of  Registered 

producing  milk 

Dairies 

Distributors  of  Milk 

129 

4 

9 

13 


Sample  Results,  1961 

Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  Test  ...  ...  ...  133 

Samples  subjected  to  Phosphatase  Test  ...  ...  ...  101 

Samples  failing  Methylene  Blue  or  Phosphatase  Test  ...  7 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  examination  for  the  presence  of 

tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Samples  showing  positive  T.B.  reaction  ...  ...  ...  — 

Samples  subjected  to  Ring  Test  for  presence  of  Brucella  abortus  86 
Samples  showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  Test  1  plus  3 

2  plus  5 

3  plus  6 

Samples  of  milk  showing  positive  Br.  abortus  reaction  on  biological 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  of  sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity  Test  ...  9 

Samples  of  sterilised  milk  failing  Turbidity  Test  ...  ...  1 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  began  to  have  an 
effect  on  the  caravan  situation  in  the  district  during  1961.  The  Council, 
after  carefully  considering  the  matter,  decided  that  for  sites  of  20  residential 
caravans  or  more,  the  Model  Standards  should  be  applied  in  their  entirety, 
and  the  licences  granted  without  limitation  of  time.  The  scale  of  facilities 
that  was  required  at  the  smaller  sites  and  for  individual  caravans  was 
equated  with  the  duration  of  the  Planning  Permission:  for  instance,  where 
there  were  planning  objections  to  the  retention  of  the  caravan  on  the  site 
for  more  than  1  year,  only  the  basic  essential  facilities  were  required,  but 
where  it  was  possible  to  licence  an  individual  site  for  three  years,  rather 
more  stringent  requirements  were  made,  such  as  the  provision  of  a  hard- 
standing.  In  all  cases,  in  view  of  the  known  fire  hazard  presented  by 
caravans,  adequate  fire  extinguishing  apparatus  has  been  required. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  variable,  but  on  the  whole  encouraging,  progress 
had  been  made:  no  site  owner  had  objected  to  the  licence  conditions,  at 
one  of  the  larger  sites  work  was  well  in  hand,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
smaller  sites  had  complied. 

It  is  a  necessary  corollary  of  the  extinction  of  individual  sites  that  the 
occupants  must  find  alternative  accommodation.  In  two  such  cases  at 
Tidworth  the  Council  provided  Council  Houses  for  the  families  concerned. 
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By  and  large  the  demand  for  caravan  sites  in  the  western  half  of  the 
district  appears  to  have  become  stabilised,  but  there  are  indications  of  a 
need  for  more  sites  in  the  Ludgershall/Tid worth  area. 


The  caravan  position  at  the  end  of  1961  was  as  follows: — 


Parish 

Max.  No.  of 
’Vans  Permitted 

Duration  of  Licence 

Oare 

25 

Perpetuity 

Netheravon 

20 

33 

Haxton 

2 

33 

Upavon 

6* 

*(To  be  increased  to  20,  with  per¬ 
petual  licence,  on  completion  of  works) 

Ludgershall 

5 

Five  years 

In  addition  four  individual  sites  were  licensed  for  three  years,  and 
seven  for  one  year  only. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


No  changes  were  made  in  the  frequency  of  the  collection  in  the  district, 
which  is  weekly  from  the  three  major  parishes  of  Pewsey,  Ludgershall  and 
North  Tidworth,  and  fortnightly  elsewhere,  apart  from  certain  isolated 
dwellings,  where  collection  is  monthly.  The  collection  is  from  the  kerbside. 
During  the  year  the  10  cu.  yd.  petrol  driven  side-loading  freighter  was 
replaced  by  a  16/18  cu.  yd.  diesel  rear  loader.  This  has  proved  to  be  a 
very  satisfactory  and  economical  vehicle  which  has  reduced  the  annual 
mileage  on  its  round  by  18%.  A  replacement  for  the  Council’s  12  cu.  yd. 
vehicle  has  been  ordered:  this  will  be  a  diesel  of  25  cu.  yd.  capacity,  and 
will  come  into  service  in  1963.  In  the  middle  of  the  year  the  Council 
purchased  a  second-hand  diesel  tractor,  and  this,  after  being  equipped  with 
a  hydraulic  loading  shovel  and  bulldozer  blade,  was  put  into  service  on  the 
Everleigh  Tip,  where  it  has  proved  most  useful  and  has  materially  improved 
the  appearance  and  utilisation  of  the  Tip. 


Salvage  sales  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1962,  were  as 
follows: — 


Weight 


Value 


Waste  paper 

Rags 

Metals 


Tons  Cwts. 

119  5 

5  14 


£  s.  d. 

844  15  5 

92  10  6 
36  10  0 


Total  Income 
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£973  15  11 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


294  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  control  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  these  were  concerned  with  an 
outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  in  the  Avon  Valley  which  occurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  This  was  the  second  year  in  succession  that  an 
outbreak  has  occurred  in  this  area,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  a  reservoir 
of  infection  exists  therein. 


PEST  CONTROL 

The  Rodent  Operator  disinfested  224  properties  of  all  kinds  during 
1961:  after  fluctuating  considerably,  the  number  of  properties  needing 
treatment  seems  to  have  settled  down  to  about  220  per  annum  over  the 
last  three  years.  In  addition  to  his  rodent  control  work,  the  operator  also 
dealt  with  the  following: — 

5  infestations  by  cockroaches 

2  „  by  ants 

3  „  by  flies 

2  „  by  wasps 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

The  Council  has  its  powers  delegated  to  it  by  the  County  Council 
under  this  Order. 

Three  licences  lapsed,  and  one  additional  one  was  granted  during  the 
year,  bringing  the  total  number  of  licences  extant  to  11.  All  the  premises 
were  inspected  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1961  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

16 

29 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

31 

23 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

47 

52 

— 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 

NIL  RETURN 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Sections  110  and  111) 
NIL  RETURN 
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